Retiring from business.            [A.D. 1775.
the Duchess of Northumberland may do what she pleases: nobody will say any thing to a lady of her high rank. But I should be apt to throw ******'s' verses in his face.'
I talked of the cheerfulness of Fleet-street, owing to the constant quick succession of people which we perceive passing through it. JOHNSON. ' Why, Sir, Fleet-street has a very animated appearance; but I think the full tide of human existence is at Charing-cross Y
He made the common remark on the unhappiness which men who have led a busy life experience, when they retire in expectation of enjoying themselves at ease, and that they generally languish for want of their habitual occupation, and wish to return to it. He mentioned as strong an instance of this as can well be imagined.' ' An eminent tallow-chandler in London, who had acquired a considerable fortune, gave up the trade in favour of his foreman, and went to live at a country-house near town. He soon grew weary, and paid frequent visits to his old shop, where he desired they might let him know their melting-days, and he would come and assist them ; which he accordingly did. Here, Sir, was a man, to whom the most disgusting circumstance in the business to which he had been used was a relief from idleness2.'
1 Perhaps Mr. Seward, who was something of a literary man, and who visited Bath (jtost, under March 30, 1783). a                                                   ' — rerum
Fluctibus in mediis et tempestatibus urbis.' Horace, Epistles, ii. 2. 84.    See ante, i. 533. 3            'Qui semel adspexit quantum dimissa petitis
Preestent, mature redeat repetatque relicta.'
Horace, Epistles, i. 7,96.
'To his first state let him return with speed, Who sees how far the joys he left exceed His present choice.'                                       FRANCIS.
Malone says that' Walpole, after he ceased to be minister, endeavoured to amuse his mind with reading. But one day when Mr. Wei-bore Ellis was in his library, he heard him say, with tears in his eyes, after having taken up several books and at last thrown away a folio just taken down from a shelf, "Alas! it 5s all in vain ; I cannot read"' Prior's Malone, p. 379. Lord Eldon, after his retirement, said to an inn-keeper who was thinking of giving up business:—' Believe me,
: Ones privately printed, l-'orster's Golifsniff/t, i. 379.
